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But man, even if he is a great soul like Gandhiji can have
but faint, fleeting glimpses of Absolute Truth.25 "We cannot
through the instrumentality of this ephemeral body see face
to face Truth which is Eternal."26

How then to realize Absolute Truth? According to
Gandhiji, to advance towards Absolute Truth, we should hold
by the relative truth, i.e., what we consider to be truth.27 To
realize satya one must be a satyagrahi. Devotion to satya as
we know it, being true to the light as we see it, is the road
to the realization of Eternal Truth. "What a pure heart feels
at a particular time is truth; by remaining firm on that, un-
diluted truth can be attained."28 "Truth is by nature self-
evident." But man being imperfect surrounds it with
cobwebs of ignorance. Ignorance is the root of all evil. As the
purificatory discipline removes ignorance, truth .shines clear.29
To Gandhiji there is no religion higher than truth.30 '

The law of Truth does not refer merely to truth of speech,
it also refers to truth of action and, what is equally important,
truth of thought. Nor is truth a "cloistered virtue". Truth has
reference to all spheres of life including politics. Search for
truth, which should be pursued through the service of all,
means ceaseless effort for regeneration in all spheres of life
and willingness to risk one's all for the cause which one clearly
conceives to be true. If the individual fails to do so he departs
from the path of truth, denies the soul in himself, tries to
frustrate reality and, as a consequence, courts moral ruin.
Truth thus also means just social relations including political
freedom of one's own country as well as of other countries.

Truth rules out prejudice, evasion, secrecy and deception
as well as exaggeration, suppression or modification of reality.
It requires that we should never be afraid of confessing our
mistakes or retracing our steps. Truth also implies mutual
toleration and avoidance of dogmatism and bitterness; for truth
as discerned by man is always relative and fragmentary. While,
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